Demonstration of stereoselective disposition of warfarin enantiomers by whole-body autoradiography.
The oral anticoagulant warfarin and its 14C-labelled derivative are commercially available in racemic forms. Two methods for the chromatographic resolution of the radiolabel were used to investigate the distribution of radioactivity of radioactivity of individual enantiomers in the rat by whole-body autoradiography. Computer-assisted quantification of autoradiograms indicated the average disappearance of levo-warfarin and its metabolites to be substantially slower than that of dextro-warfarin and its metabolites from the following organs: liver, pancreas, kidney, lung, blood, intestines.